WOOO- HOO IS JACQUIE DREW?
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Born in Saint John, NB, Jacquie Drew began her musical training at age 4, and was taught to play chords on the piano by her singing and songwriting mother.  Soon after, Jacquie and her family followed the oil boom to Alberta, where she was very lucky to receive (although often whined about) weekly classical piano lessons until age 18. Times had been hard in Calgary during the boom and bust of the 80′s and 90′s, and her parents encouraged Jacquie, who was a good all-around student, to get a “real” job.  Not wanting to be a classical pianist, and not sure what other musical options existed at that point, Jacquie graduated with a commerce degree, majored in marketing, and soon after started her own marketing and advertising business.
After marriage and a couple of kids, Jacquie began to find musical inspiration again, and worked to develop herself through many kinds of music lessons and a lot of time sitting on the living room floor! After a couple of seasons singing in the Calgary Philharmonic Chorus, she gained experience as a musician and singer in popular Calgary-based bands, performing on banjo, accordion, keyboard, trombone, and as a harmony and lead vocalist.  Many Calgary music lovers  got to know her as the only woman of the popular original-music honky-tonk act “Tom Phillips and the Men of Constant Sorrow.”  Hearing Tom’s swinging rhythms and witty lyrics was a good kick in the pants that jumpstarted Jacquie’s songwriting.
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             Her debut CD, Rolling Wind, was completed in June 2008.  The album contained 10 tracks, including 8 written by Jacquie, around themes such as motherhood, feminism, and wanderlust.  It was received with excellent media reviews, including a “Top 12 DIY” selection in Nashville’s Performing Songwriter Magazine.  It also gained radio airplay on CBC, CKUA and Golden West Radio, and earned Jacquie a spot on the East Coast Music Awards’ “Discovery Stage” in 2009 (where she’ll be returning in April 2011).

Over her first couple of years, Jacquie has performed over 250 shows in almost every type of situation – from quiet cafés to public festivals of up to 5000 people.  Along the way, she has honed her skills as a solo performer, and also recruited a 4 piece country band, “Jacquie Drew & the Crew.” The success of her first album also helped her land a grant from Rawlco Radio to record her second album, completed in late 2010, and released to radio in Jan 2011.

“RED HOT CANDY HEART” REACHES #4 ON CANADA’S NATIONAL FOLK/ROOTS/BLUES CHART 
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Jacquie’s second album, Red Hot Candy Heart, reveals a bolder confidence and maturing artist; her 10 self-penned songs poke fun at subjects from doing housework in your skivvies to  mid-life (motorcycle) crises, delivering easy melodies and vulnerable moments. With an expressive, country voice that goes from sultry softness to seasoned power, she has been described as  “a female Ian Tyson,” and a refreshing return to country’s less-commercial roots that appeals to those who “used to like country” or “thought they didn’t like country!” The album has already been added to over 25 stations across Canada in its first few weeks, reaching #4 on the Earshot’s national folk/roots/blues chart. 

Meanwhile, fellow musicians are asking for her marketing help, the kids are needling mom to sing at school events, and her husband has become a trained soundman and pilot who is ready to take her show on the road.  Rest assured, Jacquie has  continual inspiration for new material, and the stars are aligning for a long, exciting musical career.

MEDIA REPRESENTATION BY:

Yvonne Valnea

Email:  lasttango@rogers.com
Phone: (416) 538-1838 (Toronto)

TO REACH JACQUIE DIRECTLY:

(403) 804-4676  (Calgary)

jd@jacquiedrew.com 

www.jacquiedrew.com
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